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The Cincinnati ToolBank is a nonprofit tool lending program that provides
fellow not-for-profit organizations with year-round access to an

inventory of tools for use in volunteer projects, special events, facility
repairs, grounds maintenance and much more. We provide tools to

enhance the charitable sector’s capacity to serve, facilitating hands-on
volunteerism in the greater Cincinnati area.

In 2025, we continued to respond to what our community needs most:
access, opportunity, and connection.

Our focus this year was not just growth but strategic, intentional
expansion. We strengthened the systems and spaces that allow our
impact to scale, ensuring organizations have reliable access to the
tools, training, and support they need to serve their communities
effectively.

The Tool Training Center has become a hub for hands-on learning and
workforce development, bringing together partners, industry
professionals, and community members to build practical skills and
pathways into the trades. At the same time, we expanded delivery
services and advanced neighborhood-based Mini-ToolBanks, meeting
organizations where they are and reducing barriers to access.

This work is made possible by our strong partnerships and a shared
commitment to building more resilient, connected communities.

While this report reflects the impact of 2025, we are already building
on that momentum. In early 2026, we launched the ToolBank Academy,
a youth leadership and workforce development initiative designed to
connect young people to skills, opportunities, and community impact.
It represents an exciting next chapter for the ToolBank, and we look
forward to sharing more as this work grows.

Because this work is not just about the projects we support, it’s about
the people who will lead what comes next.

With gratitude,

Kat Pepmeyer
CEO | Cincinnati ToolBank

M I S S I O NM I S S I O N
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VETERANS SERVICES
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CLIFTON CULTURAL ARTS CENTER:

ARTS

In 2025, after a five-year hiatus, Clifton Cultural Arts Center
saw the return of CliftonFest. This free block party filled the
streets with live performances, art vendors, and stunning
sidewalk chalk. With support from Cincinnati ToolBank,
CCAC utilized a wide range of event equipment — including
chairs, tables, and pop-up tents — totaling in over $8,000 in
tool usage. By utilizing ToolBank services, this partnership
allowed them to save over $7,500, ensuring more
resources for their community centered efforts.

COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION

PEOPLE WORKING COOPERATIVELY:
November 2025 saw People Working Cooperatively host its
far-reaching Prepare Affair event, bringing together more than
1,500 volunteers to help low-income, elderly, and disabled
homeowners prepare their homes for winter. As one of the
largest volunteer events in the tri-state, teams completed a
variety of tasks utilizing over $10,000 worth of ToolBank tools,
which saved them over $9,500, helping make this large-scale
day of service possible.



KEEP CINCINNATI BEAUTIFUL:

ENVIRONMENT

In October 2025, Keep Cincinnati Beautiful partnered with
Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission (ORSANCO)
for the annual Ohio River Sweep, equipping volunteers to
remove litter and debris from the Cincinnati riverfront.
Working together, volunteers helped protect local
waterways while improving the health and beauty of the
Ohio River corridor. With access to more than $12,000
worth of ToolBank tools, community volunteers were
equipped to efficiently collect and remove waste from our
waterways.

FOOD INSECURITY

CIVIC GARDEN CENTER:
Throughout 2025, the Civic Garden Center of greater
Cincinnati continued empowering communities across
Cincinnati to grow fresh food through their urban gardening
programs, educational workshops, and events such as
GrowFest and their Native Plant Festival. Over the course of
the year, the Civic Garden Center utilized more than $25,500
worth of ToolBank tools to further its mission of supporting
community-based food access across the region.



ARLINGTON MEMORIAL GARDENS:

VETERANS

In May 2025, Arlington Memorial Gardens utilized more than
$13,000 worth of ToolBank tools to support their Field of
Memories and Lunch with a Veteran events, honoring those
who served our country. Utilizing ToolBank chairs, tables, ice
chests and our trailer, these resources helped ensure
volunteers and guests had what they needed for a
successful weekend of remembrance.

YOUTH

CATHOLIC INNER-CITY SCHOOLS EDU:
In April 2025, Catholic Inner-city Schools Education Fund
partnered with the Cincinnati ToolBank to give students
hands-on experience using tools to build park benches.
Working alongside their teachers at the ToolBank
facility, students collaborated to construct seven new
benches, which were later installed at their school to
expand outdoor seating and learning spaces.
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Whether organizing tools,
improving our facility, or

tackling special projects, our
volunteers play a vital role in

keeping our operations
running smoothly.
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In 2025, we were honored to host many dedicated
volunteers who dedicated their time and energy to
supporting the ToolBank’s mission.

LaSalle High School

Team Rubicon

Home Depot

KCB - Roots to Boots

Gamble Montessori

Liberty Mutual

University of Cincinnati

Maderia High School

7 Hills Church

GE Credit Union

Mariemont Junior High

Danis Construction

Clark Montessori

Cincinnati State

MadTree Brewing Co.
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PAR-TEE
GOLF OUTING

The 2025 PAR-TEE for the ToolBank golf outing was a great success with
over 100 golfers joining the Cincinnati ToolBank for our fifth annual
event! The excellent weather, fantastic turnout, and generous support
made for smooth play, and helped raise over $35,000 to support the
ToolBank’s mission of empowering and equipping hundreds of local
nonprofits with the tools they need to build a stronger Cincinnati. For
more information on this FUNdraiser, use the QR code above.

VISIONARY SPONSOR



In 2025, more than 80 volunteers from Greater Cincinnati’s leading
construction and contracting firms came together at Camp Friedlander for
the 10  annual Building on Our Community volunteer event. This project,
hosted in partnership with the Dan Beard Council of Scouting America,
raised over $40,000 supporting the Cincinnati ToolBank’s mission, and
saw the construction of nine new camping shelters meant to enhance the
experience for hundreds of local Scouts and youth.

th



Now in its 11  year, this past Haunted Hammers & Ales brought the
community together for a special night of craft beer, a fowling
tournament, and comradery! Taking place at the Fowling Warehouse
Cincinnati, the event featured a SPOOK-tacular costume contest,
silent auction, delicious food, ghoulish games, and local brews from
our Brewers Philanthropy Award nominees. The evening also honored
Great Lakes Brewing Company as this year’s BPA winner, as voted by
the general public. All proceeds supported the ToolBank, ensuring
tools and resources remain accessible for local nonprofits. To learn
more about this FUNdraiser, use the QR code above.

th



Building Change
A Cincinnati ToolBank Program

BUILDING CHANGE: MAKING AN IMPACT TOGETHER
EXPERIENCE THE POWER OF GIVING BACK

At the ToolBank, we believe that real change happens when
communities come together to build a better future. Our Building
Change program is a unique volunteer experience that empowers
groups to build essential community assets such as picnic tables,
raised beds, and compost bins, transforming public spaces and
strengthening local nonprofits.

WHY BUILDING CHANGE MATTERS: 

Directly benefits nonprofits, schools, and community
organizations.
Strengthens teamwork, collaboration, and leadership
skills.
Provides a hands-on way to support impactful
community initiatives.
Makes a lasting difference for thousands of families
across Cincinnati.



WHAT IS A MINI-TOOLBANK?

The Cincinnati ToolBank’s Mini-ToolBank Program is an innovative
initiative designed to bring tools closer to the neighborhoods that
need them most. These container-based lending hubs are placed in
strategic community locations to provide easier, more equitable
access to high-quality tools for nonprofits, schools, neighborhood
groups, and faith-based organizations conducting beautification,
clean-up, and revitalization projects.

GOALS OF THE MINI-TOOLBANK!

Increase Access: Provide high-need communities with
easier access to tools and equipment.
Boost Volunteer Engagement: Enable more frequent
and spontaneous community-led projects.
Build Local Capacity: Encourage long-term
stewardship by empowering residents to take the lead.
Enhance Sustainability: Reduce the environmental
footprint by minimizing transportation needs.



The Cincinnati ToolBank now offers unique and affordable space

for your next meeting, training, or community get-together! Our

Training Center, Community Space, Conference Room, Co-
Working Area - are all available to rent! (Shared us of the

Kitchenette space is included with all rentals.)

Throughout 2025, our facility continued to host many nonprofit

organizations helping them save money, and offer a larger space

for their events. Our Conference Room has hosted community

councils, strategic plannings, workshops, and discussion, while our

Community Space has hosted award ceremonies, festival

plannings, celebrations, and graduations.

By utilizing our space, you’re not just securing a venue - you’re

supporting a mission. Every rental helps us empower nonprofits

and build a more connected Cincinnati

HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT AT THE TOOLBANK!

Interested in learning more? Scan the QR
code to submit a rental inquiry today!



TRAINING CENTER

In 2025, the ToolBank Training Center hosted hands-on programs

with multiple community partners, equipping over 418 individuals
with practical skills in constructions, manufacturing, and home

repair.

Do It Yourself Darlin: 15 workshops, focusing on DIY skills and

home maintenance.

Urban League (Building Futures): 2 cohorts, 45 students, in

construction readiness training.

Cincinnati Construction Academy: 3 cohorts, 24 participants,

trained 5 days/week in construction trades.

CleanCut Bath: 4 classes, 28 participants learning how to

install ADA accessible bathtubs.

Merus: Hosted their annual superintendants meeting with

over 45 project leaders in attendance.

These partnerships advance workforce development and self-

sufficiency across Greater Cincinnati.



In 2025, the Cincinnati ToolBank, in partnership with Winton

Hills Community Council hosted its second Summer Series. This

four-week career exploration camp geared towards middle

school aged youth intended to fill the gap in accessible,

affordable career programming in our community.

Students explored careers in trades, manufacturing, IT, and the

arts through hands-on projects, STEM activities, and field trips.

With support from our partners like Valley and Cincinnati Zoo
students worked with professionals and created take-home

projects like backyard birdhouses!

Coming up in 2026, the ToolBank will be bringing back Rosie’s
Girls, an empowering experience that combines skilled trades,

leadership development, teamwork, and creativity in a

supportive encouraging enviornment.

Scan the QR codes below to learn more!

SUMMER YOUTH SERIESSUMMER YOUTH SERIES
CAREER  EXPLORAT IONCAREER  EXPLORAT ION



ANNUAL MEMBER AGENCY SAVINGS:

Over $75,000
Price Hill Will
Reds Community Fund 

$50,000 - $74,999
Cincinnati Public Schools Facilities
Keep Cincinnati Beautiful
New Prospect Baptist Church

$25,000 - $49,999
7 Hills Church
Cincinnati Parks Foundation
City of Madeira, Ohio
Crossroads
Easley Blessed Foundation

$20,000 - $24,999
BROTHAS inc youth initiative
Cincinnati Habitat for Humanity
Civic Garden Center
Rolling for Hope
The Home Depot Foundation

$15,000 - $19,999
Cincinnati Health Network
Cincinnati Park Board
Cincinnati-Hamilton County Community Action Agency
Greater Project
Peace Baptist Church
The Arlington Memorial Gardens
Union Baptist Church
Walnut Hills Redevelopment Foundation

IN 2025...IN 2025...
ToolBank’s member agencies saved over $1.6 million dollars by borrowing tools instead of purchasing them. This
saved them the additional hassle of cleaning, maintaining, or storing equipment when not in use. As a result, the
agencies were able to allocate the funds saved toward their mission-critical objectives.



$10,000 - $14,999
Adventure Crew
African American Male Wellness Agency
Avondale Development Corporation
Be The Change Ohio
Bond Hill Community Council
Building Blocks for Kids
Cincinnati College Preparatory Academy
Cincinnati Urban Promise
Co-op Cincy
Evanston Community Council
Forever Kings
Give Back Cincinnati
Greater Bethlehem Temple Apostolic Church
Imago
Life Forward, Pregnancy Care of Cincinnati
Mt. Lookout Community Council
Peach Tree Advocacy
People Working Cooperatively

Pleasant Ridge School Foundation
RefugeeConnect
Sweet Cheeks Diaper Bank*
Urban League of Greater Southwestern Ohio
Village of Lincoln Heights

IN 2025...IN 2025...
*The Sweet Cheeks Diaper Bank borrowed tables,

chairs, and other special events equipment to support

their Diaper Wrap-Off Fundraiser event where teams

competed to see who was the best Sweet Cheeks

volunteer group!

ANNUAL MEMBER AGENCY SAVINGS:



$5,000 - $9,999
ArtWorks
Back the Heroes Rumble
Bethany House Services
BLOC Ministries
Branches Church
Center for Great Neighborhoods
ChangingGears
Christ the King Lutheran Church
Cincinnati Young Black Professionals
Clifton Cultural Arts Center
Compassionate Justice
Devou Good Foundation / Mammoth
Gorman Heritage Farm
Hispanic Chamber Cincinnati Foundation
Hyde Park School PTO
Impact Agape CDC
Kentucky Refugee Ministries
Kindervelt of Cincinnati Children's Hospital
Medical Center
Lebanon Pride
Lockland Local School District
Montgomery Community Church*

North Avondale Montessori
Northside Community Council - Keep Northside
Beautiful
Over-the-Rhine Community Housing
Queen City Foundation
Spencer Center for Gifted and Exceptional Students
Supports to Encourage Low-Income Families
Team Rubicon
The Carnegie
The Dragonfly Foundation
The HealthCare Connection
The Ourstory Foundation
Urban Farming Initiative
Village of Woodlawn Parks & Recreation
Winton Hills Community Council
YMCA of Greater Cincinnati

IN 2025...IN 2025...
*Montgomery Community Church borrowed over

$6,500 dollars throughout 2025 for their monthly

Second Saturday Serves volunteer events which serve

and support the neighbors  in the community.



$1 - $4,999
17STRONG
Acting Up Young Performers Community Theater
Activities Beyond the Classroom
African Professional Network
Aiken High School
Amicus II
Anthony Muñoz Foundation
Archbishop Moeller High School
Art Equals
Back2Back Cincinnati
BasketShop
Bellarmine Chapel
Bellevue Education Foundation
Bethesda Foundation
Bible Believers Pentecostal Church of God
Boy Scout Troop 209
Boys and Girls Club of Greater Cincinnati
Butler Soil & Water Conservation District
Camp Washington Community Board
Cardinal Land Conservancy
Catholic Inner-city Schools Education

Children Of Incarcerated Parents Initiative
Children's Tumor Foundation - Cincinnati NF Walk
Christ The Redeemer Cincinnati
Cincinnati Chapter- Chamber of Mothers
Cincinnati Children's - Outreach Program
Cincinnati Islamic Community Center
Cincinnati Music Accelerator
Cincinnati Music and Arts Program
Cincinnati Off-Road Alliance
Cincinnati Pride
Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden
City Gospel Mission
City of Cincinnati - Office of the City Manager
Clark Montessori High School
College Hill Community Urban Redevelopment Corporation
College Hill Forum
Community Matters
Corporation for Findlay Market
CUF Neighborhood Association
Dan Beard Council, Scouting America
Devou Park Trail Collective
Dohn Community High School - Career Center
East Row Historic Foundation

ANNUAL MEMBER AGENCY SAVINGS:



$1 - $4,999
Easterseals Redwood
Edible Ohio Valley Foundation
ELEVATING WELLNESS
Episcopal Retirement Services
Evanston Bulldogs Youth Association
Excel Development
Fairview-Clifton German Language School
Fatherhood Revisited
Forest Chapel United Methodist Church
Found House Interfaith Housing Network
Friends of Harriet Beecher Stowe House
Garden of Joy Culinary Academy
Get Everything U Foundation
GME Foundation
Goshen Local Schools
Greater Cincinnati Earth Coalition
Groundwork Ohio River Valley
Hamilton County Soil & Water Conservation District
High Achievers Aim High
Impact Worship Center
Impacting Tomorrow

Inspiring Service/Cincinnati Cares/SVP
Invest in Neighborhoods
ish Festival
iSPACE
Kennedy Heights Arts Center
Kilgour School/Kilgour PTA
La Soupe
LADD Inc
Ladies of Leadership-Ohio
Learning Through Art
Lincoln Heights Missionary Baptist Church
Lydia's House
Madisonville Community Urban Redevelopment Corporation
Making A Change Cincy
Martin Luther King, Jr. Coalition
Mason Deerfield Chamber Community Development
Meals on Wheels
Mercy Hill Church
Milestones Inc
Mortar Cincinnati
Mount Carmel Baptist Church
Mount Lookout Swim Club
Move Beyond Surviving

IN 2025...IN 2025...
*Reef Expeditions borrowed ToolBank Tools in April 2025 to assist with clean-up efforts after the flooding of the

Ohio River. This clean-up project led to the collection of an estimated 500 pounds of debris from the Ohio River.



$1 - $4,999
Mt Airy CURE
Mt Auburn Community Council
Mt. Washington Community Council
Mt. Washington Community Development Corporation
Mt.Auburn Garden Initiative Corporation
NEST
New St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church
Newport History Museum
No Excuses College Tours and Programs
Noize
North Avondale Neighborhood Association
Northern Hills Synagogue
Northside Business Association
Ohio River Foundation
OneSource Center for Nonprofit Excellence
PACE of Cincinnati
Pendleton Neighborhood Council
Peoples Church
PLAN of Southwest Ohio
Professional Artistic Research Projects
Queen City Church

Queen City Korfball
Queen City Mustangers
Queer Birders of Cincinnati
Reading Community City School District
Reef Expeditions*
Roselawn Business Alliance
SALT Ministries
Scrap2Home
Serving Older Adults Through Changing Times
Spring Grove Village Community Council
Spring in Our Steps
St William Church/ PTO
St. Michael School
Table of Hope Free Food Market
Talbert House
The Community Builders
The Live Like Maya Foundation
The Mayerson JCC
The Ohio State University
The Seven Hills School
The Wilderness Center Church
Tiger Lily Press
TransformCincy

ANNUAL MEMBER AGENCY SAVINGS:



$1 - $4,999
Tried & True Parenting
Tri-State Trails
Tusculum Street Festival
Urbanist Media
Valley View Nature Preserve
Vulcan's Forge Performing Arts Collaborative
Walnut Hills HS Parent Association
Wasson Way
Wave Pool
Williams Avenue Elementary PTA
Working in Neighborhoods
Xavier Jesuit Academy
Xavier University - WCB
YWCA of Greater Cincinnati*

IN 2025...IN 2025...
*The YWCA of Greater Cincinnati borrowed ribbon-

cutting scissors to commemorate the opening of the

Francie G. Pepper House of Healing, a new domestic

violence shelter and housing campus.



KAT PEPMEYER | CEO

Favorite tool: Oscillating Multi-Tool Favorite tool: Impact Driver

Since 2012, Kat has been at the helm of the
Cincinnati ToolBank, transforming it from a
scrappy startup into a powerhouse resource
for nonprofits across the region. She has led
the organization through a major warehouse
relocation, navigated the challenges of the
pandemic, and spearheaded an expansion
that added a tool training center and
community space. 

Passionate about equipping communities with
the tools they need to build and thrive, Kat’s
leadership ensures that every tool borrowed
contributes to a lasting impact.

Connor volunteered with the ToolBank for a
full year before officially joining the team in
January of 2023, after being drawn to the
organization’s mission. He served as the
Program & Operations Manager before
transitioning into the role of Community
Engagement Coordinator.

Connor was born and raised on the west side
of Cincinnati and has a deep love of nature.
In his free time, he enjoys being outdoors,
traveling, hiking, and volunteering with
community-oriented organizations.

our toolbank teamour toolbank team
CONNOR HOLT | COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT COORIDINATOR



Favorite tool: Oscillating Multi-Tool Favorite tool: Level

Favorite tool: Pressure Washer Favorite tool: Power Drill

CASEY AICHHOLZ | PROGRAM &
OPERATIONS MANAGER

JEREL STEWART | TOOLBANK
ACADEMY COORDINATOR

SARAH CONNER | ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT

MARGAUX ROBERTS | MINI-TOOLBANK
PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Casey officially joined the ToolBank team in
July 2025 as the Warehouse Associate. He
recently transitioned into the role of Program
& Operations Manager, where he oversees the
ToolBank’s Tool Lending Program and works
closely with our member agencies. 

Casey brings a wealth of experience with tools
and enjoys sharing his knowledge to help
ensure our members have the right tools for
every job. He has also played a key role in
launching our Delivery Services.

Jerel joined the ToolBank team in December of
2025. He is no stranger to the ToolBank’s
mission, having volunteered numerous times
over the years. Bringing a passion for youth
and young-adult empowerment, community-
centered leadership, and mentorship. 

Since joining the team, Jerel has led us
through the launch and growth of the
ToolBank Academy.

Sarah joined the ToolBank team in late spring
of 2024. She has enjoyed learning about the
amazing tools and equipment the ToolBank
offers and meeting all of our Member
Agencies. 

Sarah lives in Northern Kentucky with her
husband Eric and black cat Stormy. Outside of
work, she loves traveling, going to concerts,
and Bengals games.

Margaux joined the ToolBank team in May
2025. Her role works closely with local
neighborhood organizations to build
connections and equip the community with
tools and equipment through our first-ever
Mini-ToolBank location in the Bond Hill
neighborhood.

In addition to her work with the ToolBank,
Margaux also serves as a Community Site
Director with Brick Gardens, and as a valued
partner of the Bond Hill Learning and
Community Garden.



That’s a wrap, 2025!That’s a wrap, 2025!
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